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MEDIA RELEASE 
12 April 2024 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

Recipients Named To Chase VET Trainer Ambitions 

 
Two aspiring automotive mentors will have the opportunity to enhance their credentials and 
upskill, with the Motor Trades Association of Queensland (MTA Queensland) delighted to 
announce that Round 1 of the 2024 Vocational Education and Training (VET) Trainer 
Scholarship has been awarded to Darren Stout and Kendra Coles. 
 
A 32-year veteran of the industry, Darren is from Rising Sun Townsville and holds a 
motorcycle mechanical technology qualification. With a wealth of experience in the trade, 
Darren hopes the Trainer Scholarship will enable him to pass on his knowledge to the next 
generation of the Rising Sun Townsville team. 
 
“Winning the scholarship means a lot, as becoming a Cert IV Trainer Assessor is something I 
have talked about completing for years. It will enable me to pass on some of the experience 
and knowledge I have gained to the new generation coming through,” said Darren. 
 
Kendra is a qualified light vehicle mechanic and former workshop controller from the Gold 
Coast. After impressing with a passion for passing on experience and knowledge to young 
entrants finding their way in the automotive industry exhibited in her nomination, MTA 
Queensland is excited to announce that Kendra will be joining the MTA Queensland team, 
supporting the Industry Initiatives team in providing support and mentorship to apprentices 
and other MTA Institute (RTO. 31529) students. 
 
“I am looking forward to being able to upskill myself so that I can use difference techniques 
to pass my knowledge on to those who are showing the same passion for the automotive 
industry that I have. The automotive industry is always evolving and the opportunity to 
become a trainer means we can both learn together on new technology as it advances,” said 
Kendra.  
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Darren and Kendra will now be eligible to undertake the TAE40122 – Certificate IV in 
Training and Assessment, valued at over $3,000. This course delivers skills and knowledge 
related to designing, conducting, and assessing VET training, as well as knowledge on how to 
facilitate learning in various conditions and evaluate the impacts of various learning programs.  
 
MTA Queensland CEO Rod Camm said, “MTA Queensland is committed to progressing the 
careers of those within the industry and to date has supported eleven individuals through our 
scholarship program. With the automotive industry continuing to experience critical skills 
shortages, it is important to have ambitious individuals such as Kendra and Darren expand 
their knowledge to help deliver training to the next generation of the automotive workforce.” 
 
The VET Trainer Scholarship is offered twice per year to trade-qualified automotive 
professionals employed in the Queensland automotive industry, with the next round opening 
1 August 2024. For more information, visit mtaq.com.au/mtaq-vet-trainer-scholarship. 
 
 

***ENDS*** 
 

For more information: 
Jade O’Shea  |  Senior Marketing & Communications Coordinator   |  37237 8721  | 
jadeo@mtaq.com.au 
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1. MTA Queensland VET Trainer Scholarship recipient Kendra Coles 
2. MTA Queensland VET Trainer Scholarship recipient Darren Stout 

 
Background: 
The Motor Trades Association of Queensland (MTA Queensland) is the peak body representing the 
interests of employers in the retail, repair, and service sectors of Queensland’s automotive industry. 
MTA Queensland has been performing its vital representative role for the automotive industry since 
1929. In Queensland there are some 16,000 automotive businesses employing more than 90,000 
people, that generate more than $7.24 billion to the state economy annually. The automotive industry 
is estimated to contribute $37 billion to the Australian economy each year. The Association represents 
and promotes issues of relevance to all levels of government. In 2019 MTA Queensland was 
announced as an ABA100 winner in The Australian Business Awards and a finalist in the Lord Mayor’s 
Business Awards, for Business Innovation. 
 
The MTA Institute (RTO 31529) is the leading automotive training provider in Queensland offering 
nationally recognised training, covering technical, retail and the aftermarket sectors of the automotive 
industry. The MTA Institute is the largest independent automotive training provider in Queensland, 
employing experienced trainers who are geographically dispersed from Cairns to the Gold Coast and 
Toowoomba to Emerald. In the last year, the MTA Institute delivered accredited courses to more than 
2,000 students. The MTA Institute is the first trade RTO in Australia to be approved under the ITECA 
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Industry Certification Program and was the winner of the Small Training Provider of the Year at the 
2019 Queensland Training Awards. 
 
MTAiQ, Australia’s first automotive innovation hub established by MTA Queensland in 2017, is an eco-
system that supports innovation and research for the motor trades.  
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