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Auto Camp – A Hit with the Teens  
 

In the July school holidays, the MTA Institute started a new and exciting initiative. Auto 

Camp; a three-day course designed for high-school students aged between 14 to 17. 

“Auto Camp was born out of an idea that would allow teenagers a chance to see if they’re 

interested in some of the basic aspects of the automotive industry with a view to helping 

them make more informed decisions about the future,” said Marcello Riotto, Operations 

Manager of Training.   

“The MTA Institute saw a gap in the market and decided to offer a short course to high 

school students that would be compatible with their age group and give them a chance to get 

some hands-on experience and a general overview of what to expect in the automotive 

sector.” 

 And what a success it was. Joined by 28 enthusiastic students, Auto Camp proved to be a 

great learning exercise, as well as great fun.  

Jack Dugandzic, a 15-year-old student from John Paul College joined Auto Camp with not a 

great deal of knowledge about the motor trades, but a general interest in cars.  

“After the first day I felt like I’d learnt more about a combustion engine than I would ever be 

able to learn at school,” Jack said.  

“I found the content very interesting and it was great to get hands-on learning, which I really 

enjoy.”   

And this was one of the main objectives of Auto Camp. Designed to offer introductory level 

content and experiences over three days, the Camp included paint and panel including the 

preparation and repair of a damaged vehicle body, the assembly and manufacturing of an 

electronic project as well as insight into mechanical technologies, tools and equipment, 

vehicle inspection, component identification and engine function and operation.   

Sebastian Howie another student from John Paul College said, “The trainers have been 

awesome, they’re really thorough with their explanation and the practical stuff is great. It’s a 

really cool thing to do in the holidays. It doesn’t feel like school at all, but I’ve learnt a lot.”    
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“I think Auto Camp has been a spectacular success. The engagement is great, the students are 

loving it and I think we’ve really nailed the content,” said Marcello. 

And when asked if any of the participants would potentially go on to a career in automotive, 

Marcello had no doubt.  

“Absolutely. Out of the 28 students I’d be surprised if a third don’t move into viable 

employment or apprenticeships within the automotive industry. I’ve seen a terrific amount of 

genuine interest for a career in the motor trades. It was also fabulous to see two young ladies 

at the Camp. The MTA Institute is a big supporter of women in trades and actively 

encourages females to follow their interests.”  

And the students seemed to agree with the sentiment.  

“Auto Camp has definitely given me more of an idea about what I’d like to do after school,” 

said Jack.  

“I’ve loved learning about engines and how they operate. It’s been amazing to use the tools 

and get some real-life workshop experience.  

“I feel like what I’ve learned will come in handy when I get my first car and I’d definitely be 

interested in thinking about career options within the automotive industry after this.” 

The MTA Institute will be offering Auto Camp every school holidays with the next course on 

25-27 September 2018. Find out more at https://mtai.edu.au/courses/school-programs/ 

 

***ENDS*** 
 

For more information: 

Lysa Dugandzic  |   Marketing & Communications Manager  |  0428 510 163  | lysad@mtaq.com.au 

 

Images: 

1. Marcello Riotto (Centre) with Auto Camp students 

2. Auto Camp (all students group shot) 

3. Auto Camp students, Sebastian Howie (L), Jack Dugandzic (R) 

 

Background: 

MTA Queensland is the peak organisation in the State representing the specific interests of businesses 

in the retail, repair and service sector of Queensland’s automotive industry. There are some 15,500 

automotive value chain businesses employing in excess of 90,000 persons and generating in excess of 

$20 billion annually. The Association represents and promotes issues of relevance to the automotive 

industries to all levels of Government and within Queensland’s economic structure.  

 

The Association is the leading automotive training provider in Queensland offering nationally 

recognised training, covering technical, retail and the aftermarket sectors of the automotive industry 

through the MTA Institute - a registered training organisation. It is the largest private automotive 

apprentice trainer in Queensland employing many trainers who are geographically dispersed from 

Cairns to the Gold Coast and Toowoomba and Emerald. The MTA Institute last financial year 

accredited courses to more than 2 000 apprentices and trainees. 
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MTAiQ, Australia’s first automotive innovation hub established by MTA Queensland, is a facility 

offering an eco-system that supports innovation in the motor trades.  
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