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MEDIA STATEMENT 

Tuesday 5 February 2019 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

MTA Queensland Supports EV Report  
 

Last week the Senate Select Committee released its Report on Electric Vehicles (EVs). Among 

the 17 recommendations the Committee has stated that the Australian Government should: 

 

• Develop a national EV strategy to facilitate and accelerate EV uptake and ensure 

Australia takes advantage of the opportunities, and manages the risks and challenges 

for the transition to EVs; 

• Develop a national strategy for consumer education to raise awareness of the 

capabilities and benefits of EVs; 

• Develop and implement a comprehensive 10-year EV manufacturing roadmap; 

• In conjunction with industry stakeholders, fund apprenticeships and traineeships in 

the local EV and associated manufacturing sector; and 

• Work with state and territory governments, and other stakeholders to render all new 

dwellings 'electric vehicle charger ready'. 

 

Dr Brett Dale, CEO for the Motor Trades Association of Queensland (MTA Queensland) said, 

“The Report is accurate in stating that EV uptake in Australia falls well behind that of other 

comparable countries which has been influenced by the absence of sensible policy from 

government. EVs are transforming the mobility sector globally and sales are growing 

exponentially in countries where government policy supports their uptake. 

 

“Without an effective regulatory framework, Australia's imminent EV uptake is 

likely to be slow resulting in EV manufacturers unlikely to bring their various makes and 

models to the Australian market.” 
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The Australian Automotive Dealer Association (AADA) has also issued a statement supporting 

the Report’s recommendations and re-iterated that new car dealers are not obstructionists, 

and recognise the future and value of EVs. AADA’s view is consistent with that of our new 
car dealers in Queensland. “There are some important recommendations in the Report and 

new car dealers are looking forward to playing their part in supplying EVs to the Australian 

market,” was quoted by AADA CEO, Mr David Blackhall. 

 

The Senate Select Committee for EVs took submissions and conducted public hearings 

around Australia in 2018 providing an opportunity for businesses, academics and members of 

the public to give input into how we prepare for EVs and their impact on society and the 

economy.  

 

“We look forward to the development of new policy that supports this environmental, social 

and economically important issue for Australia,” said Dr Dale. 

 

***ENDS*** 
 

For more information: 

Lysa Dugandzic  |   Marketing & Communications Manager  |  0428 510 163  | lysad@mtaq.com.au 

 

Background: 

The Motor Trades Association of Queensland (MTA Queensland) is the peak body representing the 

interests of employers in the retail, repair and service sectors of Queensland’s automotive / mobility 

industry. There are some 15,500 automotive value chain businesses employing in excess of 90,000 

people, that generate more than $20 billion annually. The Association represents and promotes issues 

of relevance to the automotive / mobility industry to all levels of Government and within Queensland’s 
economic structure.  

 

The Association is the leading automotive training provider in Queensland offering nationally 

recognised training, covering technical, retail and the aftermarket sectors of the automotive industry 

through the MTA Institute - a registered training organisation. It is the largest private automotive 

apprentice trainer in Queensland employing experienced trainers who are geographically dispersed 

from Cairns to the Gold Coast and Toowoomba to Emerald. The MTA Institute in the last financial year 

accredited courses to more than 2,000 apprentices and trainees. 

 

MTAiQ, Australia’s first automotive innovation hub established by MTA Queensland, is an eco-system 

that supports innovation for mobility and the motor trades.  
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